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	NAME OF THE PROJECTACTIVITY: Playground consultations
	ORGANISATION: Cardinia Shire Council
	CONTACT PERSON: Kate Beveridge
	Descriptionbackground 100 works maximumRow1: In 2019 Cardinia Shire consulted the community on five playground upgrades. A large piece of the consultation was with children, as they were identified as the main users of the playgrounds. Children were asked what they’d like to see included and what were their favourite thing to play on in a playground. Information was collated and sent to the designers to develop concept designs. These designs were then shown to children and they voted on their favorite one. 
	Key StakeholdersRow1: Council, sporting clubs, primary school, kindergartens, childcare centres
	How did you include children in the projectRow1: • The main method of consultation was face to face/in person consultation with groups of children
• All consultations occurred in the children’s environment i.e. kinder room, classroom; this helped ensure children felt comfortable, as they were in a familiar environment, it also ensured less disruption
• Maps of locations were taken to all consultations so children could visualise where the new playground was being installed
• When there was confusion or uncertainty in what a child was describing, images were googled to clarify and confirm the equipment in mind e.g. roundabout
• All sites were asked their preferred method of consultation. All were happy with the face to face/in person consultation in groups and the on line survey. Students at Lang Lang primary however, also asked for a suggestion box. This was left at the school office for 4 weeks; only five students used this
	What were the outcomes for children and your organisationRow1: Children said they liked being asked for their opinion and thought they should have a say, as playgrounds are for them. Council upgraded playgrounds that meet the needs of the community.
	What did your evaluations tell youRow1: Children were asked what they thought about being asked about playground designs:
I am so grateful that we get to be involved with the community park- Banisha
My little brother would love to play on the playground - Jayden
I'm excited to get involved - Owen
It made me feel happy that people are listening to kids and their opinion - Stuart
 
	What key messages or learnings would you like to shareRow1: Recommendations for next time- ask teachers/staff not to provide colouring in sheets or drawings with suggested pictures of equipment at a playground, as this can alter/persuade the results
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