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	NAME OF THE PROJECTACTIVITY: Banyule Youth for Climate Action Forum
	ORGANISATION: Banyule Council
	CONTACT PERSON: Sherryn Prinzi
	Descriptionbackground 100 works maximumRow1: In response to children's request to meet with like minded people to discuss climate change and its impact on children, Council offered an initial Children and Climate Change Forum. The forum was designed for children aged 10 to 17 years during the January school holidays. It aimed to discuss children's concerns in the context of forward thinking, strengths based ideas generation.
	Key StakeholdersRow1: Children aged between 10 and 17 years
Council's Youth & Family Services team, Environment team, and a councillor
The Banyule Child Youth & Family Committee
	How did you include children in the projectRow1: Council pre-surveyed children to ask the extent to which climate change concerns them, what concerns them the most, what they do now to live sustainability and their ideas on what could be done to address climate change.
	What were the outcomes for children and your organisationRow1: Twelve children aged between 8 and 13 years attended. The children shared their views on climate change, identified issues and opportunities they would like to lead and/or contribute to and asked the Councillor numerous questions on Council's position and the steps Council are taking to address climate change locally. Council had the opportunity to share information about its priorities, and the Youth Climate Action grants and how to submit an application.
	What did your evaluations tell youRow1: Children told us they expected the forum to be boring but were happy with the ongoing opportunities to contribute their views, debate issues and propose solutions. They expressed enthusiasm to lead projects, encourage others and introduce new ways to be sustainable in their own lives.
	What key messages or learnings would you like to shareRow1: Children appeared to respond will from hearing from others and understanding how they fit into the big picture- local, national and international. Showing YouTube clips from UNICEF helped children understand how their views are amplified by children globally.
Taking steps to engineer opportunities for children to speak freely and without judgement brings out insightful, intelligent, thought provoking contributions. Watching children debate and ponder questions is humbling. This forum illustrated that children have a lot to teach adults in the realm of climate change.
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